MINUTES FOR PTA MEETING   February 13, 2007
After the welcome and introductions, PTA President Cathy Choi announced Trisha Cummings will be stepping down as PTA Secretary and Jennifer Ausbrooks will be taking over that position.
Treasurers Report

· Current Balance is 8,375,621 as of December 31.

Read-A-Thon
· Roger Chae, PTA Vice President, announced the school will be participating in a read-a-thon during the month of April.  

· The children will ask family and friends to sponsor them by paying a certain amount per page that they read, or in the case of the younger students, that their parents read to them.  

· The goals are to raise funds so the school is able to buy and implement an electronic catalog system for the library and, more importantly, to encourage kids to read.

· It was suggested that the school have a book fair and a used book sale before the read-a-thon kicks off so that the kids will be excited to read their new books.

· Julia emphasized that parents should encourage the children to be reading for meaning, and not just reading for this event.

· In addition, a new librarian will start at the end of the month.

Teachers Appreciation Day

· Volunteers will be needed to assist with the set-up and clean-up, as well as watching the kids while the teachers have their lunch.

· This is a rare opportunity for the teachers to have time to relax and eat together.

· The date will be announced later. 
Kim & Johnson Sale

· This event will again be held in conjunction with the Parent-Teacher conferences held in May.  

· The students will have the opportunity to choose books and have them set aside.  The parent can then decide whether or not to buy those books, and any additional books.

Fun Around the World Day

· We need dads to volunteer to help with this event on May 4th. 

· It has traditionally been held at the Yongsan Family Park, but the Seoul Forest was suggested as another option, as more parking is available.  Joan Hoffman will look into this.

After School Activities for Tree Tops

· Last year, gymnastics, soccer and art were the activities offered.

· It was suggested that the start of activities for this semester should be delayed so that new students are able to get acclimated to the schedule of a school day.

· In addition, a list will be compiled indicating other activities that are available for children in Seoul outside of ECLC.

Head of School Report from Julia Burks

· The Invention Convention was a huge success and a phenomenal learning experience for the children.

· It was observed that having the children make their presentations twice in one day was too exhausting for the children.

· Changes will be made next year so that the program will be held in one of the buildings for an hour in the morning and then in the other building for one hour in the afternoon.  

· Valentine’s Day was discussed.  The children have been encouraged to wear various shades of red for the day.  

· As this is a day of loving and caring, the children will look at friendships.

· Enrollment for the year is up.  There is currently a waiting list of over 90 children.

· A returning survey will be sent home after the Lunar New Year to help the school gauge how many students will be returning to ECLC next year.

· Julia is currently recruiting teachers for staffing positions available next year. 

· Class assignments for the teachers for next year are still to be determined.

· Seven teachers will be leaving Wednesday night for Vietnam to participate in a three day IPC Regional Conference.

· There are still issues with the car line at Tree Tops.  The school has received complaints from the neighbors, as well as the police, and those complaints have been reported to the Ministry of Education.  Parents are asked to comply with the pick-up schedule and to not block driveways.  The school could be penalized if the situation doesn’t improve, including having the privilege of the car line revoked.

· An architect has been chosen for the new school, which is scheduled to open in August, 2008.  The architect will work on a more detailed blueprint for an eco-friendly, purpose-driven educational building, housing students from grades K-5.

· A deposit for the site will be paid this week.

· Lucia addressed the nut allergy her son, Curtis, has.  She has asked that parents not send in treats containing nuts, including chocolate, and to avoid sending products containing nuts or nut oils in the students’ lunchboxes.
The next PTA meeting is scheduled for March 6th at Joan Hoffman’s house.  More information about this, including a map to the location, will be sent home at a later date.
