
MINUTES FOR ECLC PTA MEETING

Wednesday September 3rd, 2008 - 9.30 am

Residence of Caroline Dempsey, UN Village Hannam-dong.

WELCOME & THANK YOU 
PTA Vice President: Ellen Johansen (ellen.svanholm@gmail.com)
Welcome back to returning parents and welcome to new parents of ECLC.  The PTA  President, Patti Dobson is currently in the USA, so Ellen, the PTA Vice President, has been busy getting everyone and everything organised in Patti’s absence.

The PTA Committee for this year is:

President - Patti Dobson (Brandon Dobson, K2 DaVinci & Joshua Dobson, K1 Monet)

Vice President - Ellen Johansen (Magnus Johansen, K2 DaVinci & Sigurd Johansen, K1 Monet)

Treasurer - Carol Osborne (Kaitlyn Osborne, K2 DaVinci & Isabella Osborne, Einstein AM)

Secretary - Mel Wilson (Aleisha Paul, Preschool Lionni)

Scholastic Books - Caroline Dempsey (Niamh Dempsey, Preschool Eric Carle)

Spirit Wear Co-ordinator - Hera Kim (Darren Kim, K1 Van Gogh)

Head Room Mum - Kirsten Layer (Ella Layer, K1 Picasso & Mia Layer, Einstein AM)

We are hoping to cut down on paper use and better utilise the Internet for PTA news and information. Please keep checking the PTA section of the ECLC website for future updates. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

PTA Treasurer: Carol Osborne (carol_osborne@fastmail.fm) 

This year the emphasis will be more on having fun activities rather than fund raising for the school. There will be some fundraising activities throughout the year with the monies raised being donated to local charities.  The school community will be informed of these events when they take place.

Current cash balance is 6.5 million KRW.

SPIRIT WEAR 
Spirit Wear Co-ordinator: Hera Kim (tnvmft@nate.com)

Field Trip Kits - all students require a Field Trip Kit for school excursions.  This kit consists of a T-shirt and lunch/snack bag. These are available for purchase for 20,000KRW from Hera. If your child only requires a T-shirt they can be purchased separately for 13,000KRW.

PE Kit - New PE Uniforms have been ordered for all children at ECLC and are being supplied by the school.  There has been a change in design and colour and they will be distributed via the children’s schoolbags once they arrive from the manufacturer.  All students must wear these uniforms on their allocated fitness day/s. The current PE uniform may still be worn and children without either of these uniforms should be dressed appropriately, comfortable loose clothing and running shoes, on their fitness day/s.

SCHOLASTIC BOOKS 
Scholastic Book Co-ordinator: Caroline Dempsey (carolinedempsey@hotmail.com)
The 1st Scholastic Book Order was due Wednesday October 3 and Caroline will be sending the order the night the order is due.  No late orders will be accepted so please ensure if you would like to purchase books from the scholastic book club that you send in your order and the correct money by the due date.  We are aiming to do orders for September, October, November, February, March & April. Once the order is placed it usually takes up to 3 weeks for the books to arrive.

Caroline would like to have a team of volunteers to help her sort and distribute books when the order arrives. If you are able to help out, 6 times for the school year, then please email Ellen or Caroline.  Caroline will contact volunteers when she requires them.

All reminders for book club orders will be sent out via email so please ensure the school has your email address.

HEAD OF SCHOOL REPORT
ECLC Acting Head of School: Ms Tracey Kelly (deputy@eclcseoul.com)

There was no official Head of School Report at this meeting.  Welcome and introduction from Ms Tracey Kelly who is the Acting Head of School whilst Julia is on maternity leave for 3 months from September-December 2008.

PTA ACTIVITIES

1. Room Parents & other volunteers: Ellen Johansen & Kirsten Layer (kirsten.layer@gmx.net)

Sign up forms were distributed last week for Room Parents, Busy Bees, Library Volunteers, Photo Organisers and Reading Program Volunteers.  

Room Parents - Ellen will contact each of the Room Parents this week and the 1st Room Parent meeting will be held next week, week beginning Monday September 8th.

Busy Bees will be co-ordinated by the Room Parents.

Library Volunteers will be co-ordinated by the Librarian, Mrs Monica.

Reading Program Volunteers will be co-ordinated by Acting Head of School, Ms Tracey.

Photo Organisers will be contacted by Patti and co-ordinated through the Room Parents.

2. After School Activities

A sign up form for After School Activities will be sent home soon with the activities scheduled to begin after Chusok. Most of the activities are teacher lead and all will be conducted at the school. The bus service is not available for after school activities. If your child attends an after school activity you will need to arrange to pick them up. 
PTA EVENTS 
1. Ice Cream Social - Carol Osborne & Hera Kim  

    **CHANGE OF DATE** Sunday October 12 

Please put this date in your diaries, time and venue to be confirmed soon.

The Ice Cream Social is a casual event in which the parents of children attending ECLC can meet and mingle while the children play.  We have tried to have a child-friendly focus and venue. 

There will be a cost to attend this event.

More information will be sent out soon.

2. Original Artworks, date to be announced - Patti Dobson (boriley123@yahoo.com)

This year we will be continuing to do an in-school project with the children known as “Original Artworks”. The children will have the opportunity to design a picture and this picture can be transferred onto mugs, mouse pads, shopping bags, coasters, calendars and other gifts that can be purchased and given as gifts at Christmas time. 

Materials for doing the painting have been ordered from the US. 

Once the artwork day has been decided upon by the teachers we will be calling upon the busy bees, teachers and other volunteers to help the children create their artwork.

Order forms will be sent home with the child’s artwork.

3. Holiday Market, Thursday November 20th - Patti Dobson (boriley123@yahoo.com)

For those who are new to ECLC this is an exciting activity which takes time and preparation from volunteers who like to shop, wrap gifts and shop again with the children.

It is one of the highlights of the year for the children of ECLC. Last year gifts were 10,000KRW/adult and 5,000KRW for children. The Holiday Market volunteers set up the library as a shop and the children were able to purchase and wrap gifts for their family members.  

Patti is happy to be the co-ordinator of the Holiday Market but she needs a dedicated team of volunteers to help her out. 

If you are going away over Chusok or anytime before November and are able to purchase men’s, ladies or children’s items, and be fully reimbursed, please email Patti and Ellen as soon as possible.

The Holiday Market is a once a year activity for the children and it is one of their favourites so please try and support this activity.

4. ECLC Holiday Concert - Friday December 5th
Each year the children of ECLC put on a Holiday Concert for their families. The children work with the music teacher and their classroom teachers to learn new songs and simple dance routines. 

The school is looking into venues to use for the Holiday Concert and may use the Yongsan Community Centre again this year.  It is an older building and requires lots of help to decorate it.

Once the theme and decorations are decided upon the Room Parents will be given the opportunity to choose which area they would like to help with and then they will be calling upon all parents of ECLC to help with the preparations for Holiday Concert. We will need people to make decorations, set up the hall, provide and serve a drink and simple snack, and clean up afterwards.  

More information about the Holiday Concert will be provided after Chusok.

NEXT MEETING - Wednesday October 1st  2008
Time: 9.15am

Venue: To Be Advised

We hope to see you there!!


